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Your Catholic faith is woven through the many milestones 
in your life providing guidance, hope and strength. 
Including a gift in your Will of any size can support the 
mission of your parish, the Catholic Church and the faith 
of future generations. 

What is a Will?
A Will is a legal document that outlines how you would like your assets (estate) 
distributed after you pass away. It appoints the person who will be responsible for 
the administration of your estate. The people or organisations who receive your 
estate are referred to as your beneficiaries. 

A gift in your Will is often given from the proceeds of a lifetime of work and the 
Church will always treat your contribution with gratitude and respect.
 

For some people, giving through their estate is an 
opportunity to give a significant gift to an organisation 
they have held dear all their lives.

Giving to the  
good works 
of the church
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A gift in your Will can provide support to future or 
past priests; it can look after vulnerable people in 
our community; or it can ensure children in need 
have access to a Catholic school education. 
When you choose to include a gift in your Will, you can direct it to support 
the Archdiocese of Brisbane generally or you can nominate one or more of 
these vital agencies:

Holy Spirit Seminary

Educating priests to be the future shepherds of our parishes.

Priests Foundation

Providing a dignified retirement for our senior parish priests.

Centacare Pastoral Ministries

Caring for the most vulnerable and poor in our society  
through Catholic pastoral Care

Mary Mackillop Brisbane Catholic School Access Fund

Giving the gift of Catholic education bursaries  
to impoverished children.

Your Home Parish

Giving back to your parish, which  
nurtures faith, education  
and friendship

Your  
Archdiocese

3



“When we prepared our Will we 
made sure the children were 
taken care of, then we included 
a gift to the Seminary. If we 
don’t have priests there will be 
no Church, so we have to do 
what we can to help where it 
is needed. Our greatest hope 
for our donation is that it will 
help ensure that we have more 
priests. So that people can 
remember God at every stage 
of their lives, not just when life 
is bad.”

Tony Micallef, Eternal Guardian

Main image: Newly ordained deacons with  
Monsignor John Grace and Bishop Ken Howell

Holy Spirit Seminary in Brisbane is the provincial 
seminary for Queensland where the hearts and 
minds of the future leaders of our faith are formed. 
By leaving a gift in your Will to Holy Spirit Seminary, 
you train and form seminarians to be good 
shepherds and pastors after God’s heart. 

Find suggested wording for leaving a gift to Holy 
Spirit Seminary on page 12.

Holy Spirit 
Seminary
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“My faith has always meant a lot 
to me. In my life I have had highs 
and lows and priests have walked 
the journey with me and done a 
lot for me. I have seen priests give 
their life in service of others and 
the least we can do in return is to 
give them a dignified retirement; 
give them a helping hand when 
they need it.

I believe that a gift in my Will 
to the Priests Foundation 
demonstrates how faith needs 
to shape the future for the next 
generation. Priests are often the 
hardest working members of 
our Church and this is my way of 
not taking their dedication for 
granted.”

June McLeish, Eternal Guardian

The Priests Foundation provides for the needs of 
retired priests as well as assistance in medical 
emergencies of both active and retired priests. A gift to 
the Priests Foundation in your Will ensures a dignified 
retirement for the priests who have been instrumental 
in guiding the faithful in the Archdiocese of Brisbane. 

The Priests Foundation cares for almost 60 priests in 
retirement, with fifteen more becoming eligible for 
retirement over the coming five years. 

Find suggested wording for leaving a gift to the Priests 
Foundation on page 12.

Main image: ???????????

The Priests 
Foundation
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A gift to Centacare in your Will ensures that those in 
need have somewhere to turn to when they are most 
vulnerable and alone. 

You will make a difference and provide care to local 
communities through:

Mental health services

Hospital Chaplaincy

Prison Services and Prison Chaplaincy

Court support

Indigenous support (Murri Ministry)

Seafarers support (Apostleship of the Sea)

Find suggested wording for leaving a gift to Centacare 
on page 12.

Centacare 

Main image: Centacare vigil for victims of domestic and family 
violcence on the Sunshine Coast

“We both decided to leave a 
gift to Centacare in our Wills 
because we are so grateful for 
the blessings we’ve received 
in life. We hear about the 
suffering of others and know 
we must do what we can to 
help those who have not been 
as fortunate as we have. By 
leaving a portion of our estates 
to those most in need, we hope 
to make a lasting difference.”

Joan and Leona McNamara, 
Eternal Guardians
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The Mary MacKillop Brisbane Catholic School Access 
Fund was created to make Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane accessible to students and 
families experiencing hardship and crisis. Your gift 
will help with children’s tuition at their local Catholic 
school, as well as uniforms, textbooks and other 
necessities.

Mary MacKillop pioneered a new order of religious 
life to provide education for children of families who 
suffered isolation and hardship. She is recognised 
for many good works but we believe Saint Mary of 
the Cross MacKillop’s greatest legacy to Australia was 
making Catholic education available to the poor.

Find suggested wording for leaving a gift to Mary 
MacKillop Fund on page 12.

Mackillop  
Bursary  
Fund “My parents had to make many 

sacrifices to ensure my siblings 
and I attended a school where 
God’s love for us formed the 
basis of everything we were 
taught. Throughout my life, this 
blessing has reverberated and 
influenced the paths I chose 
to walk. Louise and I hope 
that the gift in my Will to the 
Mary MacKillop Fund gives the 
next generation the chance to 
see their education through a 
Catholic lens. That it will provide 
these families with a safe and 
loving environment where 
children will learn not only that 
God loves them, but that they 
have a community of people who 
want to see them succeed.

Karl Morris, Eternal Guardian
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“There are so many people who 
need our help. We have to help 
where we can – and when you 
make a gift, you are giving it 
to God. Not the Church; not the 
four walls. Any money we give 
is to keep God’s vision and his 
Word alive. It’s about ensuring 
the continuity of the faith. It’s 
easy to see that people need 
help, people are grasping at 
things. Now is the time for the 
Catholic Church to stand up 
and be counted. We do good 
work and it is God’s work. We 
have to promote ourselves 
better, and we hope the 
donation we make through our 
Wills helps to do just that.”

Betty and Jessie Bourke Eternal 
Guardians

Do you have a special connection to your parish?

Your faith is woven through the many important 
moments in your life providing guidance, optimism 
and strength. 

You can help your parish to flourish with a gift in your 
Will. A gift to your parish can create lasting change and 
help provide a secure future for your local churches, its 
parishioners and priests. 

You may choose to direct your bequest to your parish’s 
perpetual Endowment Fund.

Your 
parish

Main image: ???????

8



“Giving really is at the heart of 
our faith; so I believe that we 
must have the courage to examine 
honestly where our treasures lie.

For me, a gift in my Will was an 
opportunity to respond to God’s 
grace in my life, and support the 
areas of our Church that are doing 
such necessary work. I wanted to 
help members of our community 
in vulnerable circumstances as 
well as help our retired priests 
and seminarians so that our 
faith will be renewed for the next 
generation.

This I why I chose to support all 
four ministries of the Church with 
a general gift, because they are all 
of equal importance.”

Lisa Carter, Eternal Guardian

Your support of vital ministry ensures the continuity 
of the good works of the Church and sustains our faith 
for future generations. Your gift will be used at the 
discretion of the Archbishop of Brisbane, providing the 
flexibility needed to respond to challenges and act on 
opportunities as they arise.

Archdiocese 
of Brisbane 
Endowment 
Fund

Main image: Special Thanks Giving Mass to 
celebrate the generosity of donors
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“If there is anything we know with absolute certainty, it is that we cannot out-give 
God.  Preaching the Gospel and enabling mission has always required resources.  In 
the New Testament it is clear that the key question is not whether you have resources 
or not, but how you use the resources you have.  That’s why I invite you to think about 
remembering the Church and her mission when making a gift in your Will.  A gift in your 
Will creates a ripple effect that enables the good works of the Church to continue for 
generations to come. Think about it and pray about it.”

The Very Reverend Mark Coleridge

Archbishop of Brisbane

Thank you  
from the  
Archbishop

Archbishop Mark Coleridge with 
Pope Francis at the Vatican
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About parish endowments
A Parish Endowment Fund is invested by the Archdiocese of Brisbane on behalf of the parish in 
perpetuity. The annual financial distributions from the fund provide vital, long-term stability for 
a parish. The larger an endowment fund grows, the more funding is available each year for the 
parish community. You can offer a gift in your Will to your local Parish Endowment Fund if one 
has been established or you can create one in your family’s name.   

Visit www.catholicfoundation.org.au for more information.

Types of Gifts in your Will 
The way that you choose to make a gift in your Will is a personal choice. Some of the usual 
methods include:

Residual Gift
After you have looked after your 
family, friends and debts, you may 
choose to leave the remainder of your 
estate to support the Catholic Church. 
This is called a residuary bequest 
because it represents the residue of 
your estate. You can elect to leave 
all of the remainder of your estate to 
one cause or share the remainder of 
your estate between several Catholic 
causes such a your local Parish and 
the ministries supporting people in 
need right across the Archdiocese.

Percentage Gift
You can choose to give a percentage of your estate 
to support any part of the mission of the Catholic 
Church. Giving a percentage of your estate rather 
than a set amount has the advantage of not being 
affected by inflation over time. The percentage may 
be any amount you choose up to 100%. 

Specific Gift 
A specific gift (also called a pecuniary gift) is for a 
specified dollar amount or a specific asset. It could 
be a monetary cash gift, real estate or a parcel of 
shares, or any other specific item such as jewellery 
or a painting. 

Creating an  
endowment 
through your Will
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Holy Spirit Seminary
“I give [amount/percentage/asset/item] 
to The Corporation of the Trustees of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
ABN 25 328 758 007 for the general 
charitable, religious and educational 
purposes of the Seminarian Education 
Fund. I direct that the receipt of the 
Financial Administrator for the time being 
of The Corporation of the Trustees of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
ABN 25 328 758 007 shall constitute a 
sufficient discharge to my trustee.”

Centacare
“I give [amount/percentage/asset/item] 
to The Corporation of the Trustees of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
ABN 25 328 758 007 for the general 
charitable, religious and educational 
purposes of Centacare. I direct that the 
receipt of the Financial Administrator 
for the time being of The Corporation 
of the Trustees of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Brisbane ABN 25 328 758 
007 shall constitute a sufficient discharge 
to my trustee.” 

The Mary Mackillop Brisbane 
Catholic School Access Fund
“I give [amount/percentage/asset/item] 
to The Corporation of the Trustees of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane ABN 
25 328 758 007 for the general charitable, 
religious and educational purposes of the 
Mary MacKillop Brisbane Catholic School 
Access Fund. I direct that the receipt of the 
Financial Administrator for the time being of 
The Corporation of the Trustees of the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane ABN 25 328 
758 007 shall constitute a sufficient discharge 
to my trustee.”

The Priests Foundation
“I give [amount/percentage/asset/item] 
to The Corporation of the Trustees of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
ABN 25 328 758 007 for the general 
charitable, religious and educational 
purposes of the Priests Foundation.  
I direct that the receipt of the Financial 
Administrator for the time being of The 
Corporation of the Trustees of the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane ABN 25 
328 758 007 shall constitute a sufficient 
discharge to my trustee.”

It is important to use the correct 
terminology in your Will. This ensures 
that your wishes are honoured and your 
gift used in the way you envisioned. 
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Your Parish
“I give [amount/percentage/asset/
item] to The Corporation of the 
Trustees of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Brisbane  
ABN 25 328 758 007 for the use and 
benefit of the general charitable, 
religious and educational purposes of 
the [#]. However, if this Parish ceases 
to exist in its current form, then to the 
new parish or parishes erected in its 
stead which may include the Parish 
named in this clause (if more than one 
then equally as tenants in common).  
I direct that the receipt of the 
Financial Administrator for the 
time being of The Corporation of 
the Trustees of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Brisbane ABN 25 328 
758 007 shall constitute a sufficient 
discharge to my trustee. [insert 
your parish endowment fund] or 
[insert your parish name, situated at 
insert your parish office address in 
Queensland.]

Archdiocese Of Brisbane 
Endowment Fund
“I give [amount/percentage/asset/item] 
to The Corporation of the Trustees of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
ABN 25 328 758 007 for the general 
charitable, religious and educational 
purposes of the . I direct that the 
receipt of the Financial Administrator 
for the time being of The Corporation 
of the Trustees of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Brisbane ABN 25 328 
758 007 shall constitute a sufficient 
discharge to my trustee.”

Your Own Fund
You can create your own named 
Endowment Fund to support a Catholic 
cause of your choice. Please contact us 
to discuss your wishes in more detail.

Please discuss your wishes with your 
loved ones and seek legal advice before 
creating or updating your Will.
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Reflect on what is important to you
Consider the values that have shaped your life and how your Will 
can reflect this once you are no longer here.

Contact a professional advisor
When updating or creating your Will it is important that you seek 
professional independent advice from entities such as a solicitor, 
a trustee company or the Public Trustee. They can ensure your Will 
meets all legal requirements, giving you peace of mind that your 
wishes will be carried out as you intend.

Should you decide to include a gift to secure the future of our 
Catholic faith in your Will, the document needs to include the 
correct wording. See page xxx for suggested wording.

If you already have a Will, you can still include a gift to the area of 
your choice by adding a codicil to specify this wish.

Let us know about your gift
When you let us know that you will remember the Church in your 
Will, we want to say thank you. You become a member of the Eternal 
Guardians Program – a special group praying for and respectfully 
recognising those who have included a gift in their Will to support 
the Catholic faith in the future.

How to  
include a gift 
in your will

1
STEP

2
STEP

3
STEP
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Raushen Perera - Senior Donor Relations Manager

phone: 07 3324 3632  
email: pererar@bne.catholic.net.au

Level 6, Cathedral House,  
229 Elizabeth Street. Brisbane Q 4000

GPO Box 282, Brisbane Q 4001  

www.catholicfoundation.org.au

www.catholicfoundation.org.au
Phone: 07 3324 3200

Email: giving@bne.catholic.net.au
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